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on 8 pecember 1949 the prandenburg-~priest (N 53/z 13) airfield
was observed from all sides betwsen 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.. There
was a cloud ceiling of ebout 1,800 meters. There was a firm
E="7 runway staked out by little flags, about 59 meters apart
on each side., 3erviceaule hangars were not seen. The rield
was strictly guarded by soldiers wearing red-bordered, black
eépaulets, apparently posted around the field only during fly-
ing activity,

At the take-off point on the east end of the runway there were
four to six trucks, about 6¢ to 70 men, and five single~engine
low=wing monoplanes with which practice flying was done,

8. Description: Radisl engine pzinted red with small red hub,
trapezoidal win_ s, long, glazed two-seat cockpit, seats in tan-
dem, landing gear retracting inward, retrectable tail wheel.

Two Jet fighters took oi'f and landed between 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m/

at intervals of l¢ to 2¢ minutes, They mede only local flights,

+8 the jet alreraft repeatedly flew at an altitude of 25X1
only about 30 meters, | Lhe planes were of

the seme type 1 as| |seen at the derbst (4 52/ 98) airfield

on 28 gctober 1949.

a. Description; (see Annex): Landing gear retracting inward nose
wheel with sheet cover at fore retracting rearward. Firing holes
or protruding weapons not recognized. Painted 1lis t blue, no
national emblem or other markings. wpan about 20f% meters, length
11-12 meters. Lstimated maximum spped from 700 to 750 kmph.

. A little more than half of the runway was needed for the take-off with

a west wind of from 8=10 m/sec, ifter leaving the ground the

, plane flew to the edze of the rield at a low altitude then c¢limbed

slightly sveeper than a good conventional plane at a speed of about
250 to 300 kmph. After a turn of 180 degrees the plane flew at a
speed of from 350 to 400 kmph at an altitude of from 600 to 800
meters, with the landing gear extended. .fter the landing turn the
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1anding: flaps were lowered cnd the pluane cuue in n steep
slidin; £11 4t »nd vithout gas. .fter pullin;: out of » dive
there as no lon: hovering. bout three-fourths of the rumvay
vas nceded lor landing. t aboul 2 p.i.. there viere sone
21i-hts anpsrevtly nade by beginners. .t the left turn ~{ter
the t~le-oflf one plane was slmost in - Steep bonk Ilight posi-
tion. Thc correction .tiven by the flght instructor was clenrly
recornized; The pl ne vins Jerkily pulled out of this position
and then eliibed., Lfter tvo or three suclh unsatisfactory fli~hts,
treinin s ith jot sireraft was stopped. sro. the ohserved Tly-
in it asperred th-t the pilots truined ou jet plnones hed hod
little Jlrin; experience.

5, iventy to tueaty-four ruilroad frel at enrs, closca nd cuarded,
were stsndisng on ihe [leld spur track not for fro. the Gourden
srison. . preutly the cain entronee cate 0. the . ieléd ves 130

thero.

25X1

The solaiurs, 19 Lo mea-yecr=cla corpor 1s nd
SOTC O TICCT o, TUrL LUl juclots  ad dur e ps (ac heliets  ith
. vuilt=in hcodoets).

6., Tuc sollovin coditional ialoe - tion on the descrideda jut ulr-
cr.Tt wus obtsineds

i

P

a. No wire sercon was noticed in front of the air intake, In
case thers was one it must have been palnted black and set in-
side the aperture. No weapons were seen but facilities for
their installation were available in the considerably thickened
leading odges of the wings sct dircectly at the fuselage. 25X1

25X1 [ ] the nose wheel could not be turned sideways when )
rctracting as there was a vertical wheel guard vhich extended
dovm the whole shaft to the wheel. It was difficult to
estimate the gliding approach specd because of the steep gliding
flight., Only one exhaust aperture was recognized, The tandem

25X1 arrengement of seats was clearly seen.

[::::] 7. gJet sireralt o tuo types were scen doin ; short practice flishts
at the -ield on 2¢ Deceubar 1949. 111 planes had one nose +heel,
t1o had swept b-eik vizs wndé w hirch elev-tor assenbly, and one

25X1 plnuc had » Ins set horizontally to thc fuselzgfe.

8, on 20 Mece.bir 1942 betveen noon i 4 Peive three Jot Uljuters
of t=o Qicfurent tyres practiced Llying. ftor landing
the planes vic:c towed b e~teirpill-r tr:ctory to tic tage-o. T
point. .bout Lnld the TLuusy was n.eded Jor vhe take-o0.1 and
about thruc-iourths ior the lendins. There wus (jentle brecue.
“bout 25 coanventicnal £ihters were pmried on the soutboern edse
ol the Jield. i

9, w—escrijtiun oi Jet Jighters:

. a1y lou=uing sonopla.c, toporln, - ia u, one turblac ', «ir
iut e in nose, eanlistst under Juscli ¢, sinle rudder asseibly,
1sudins er retractiag inuard, po.iated & rk green, Lwo-.ghd erawvw,
sidler to conventionsl fighters.

b, ‘I-pe 2¢ Lov-vin 3mnpplzne, ~11l=.ct 1 cesastriction shining

brightl,, win s swept bLrcewe .ua t ocerin o, one turblne, lat-lle in
nosc, exloust <t o1l hi b eclew: tor nsoelbly, tro-man Crew.
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About 25 conventional fighters and 6 jet fighters were parked
near the former flight control statlion on 13 January 1950.
Three jet fighters practiced flying between noon and 3 Polies
in almost c¢loudless weather and a westerly wind of about

10 kmph. The aireraft looked different from all jet fighter
types previously observed 1n Briest.

a. Description: Low-wing monoplane, all-metal congtruction,
wings considerably swept back, cut at tips, stubby fuselage,
fiat, two-seat cockpit, very large and high rudder assembly
above tail, swept back elevator assembly set at upper part of
rubber assembly. Air intake in nose, exhaust in tail. o
antenna or weapons. No other markings other than Soviet star
at fuseloge. It appeared that the wings were considerably dl-
hedral at gliding flight but this may have been an optical
illusion.

While the three jet filghters practiced flying the remaining six
jet fighters were standing on the parking site. 4 kennel

was recently set up on the western edge. According to Soviet
soldiers, the dogs were used for patrols.

25x1 [ |comments

25X1

25X1

a. | | jet and conventional fighters
are stationed at the field.

b. The information that the field was guarded by army sol-
diers on 8 December 1949 is considered credible as, at that
time, the Briest fleld was not permanently occupied by alr
force units but used only as a training ground by the fighter
regiment stationed in Brandenburg--édrado. The fighter regl-
ment was transferred from Brandenburg-irado to Briest on 10 De-
cember 1949, The transfer probably took place because the
Brandenburg-Arado aixfield has no concrete runway. Another
repori| |confirm the transfer of the
regiment, :

e, The Brandenburg-Briest alrfield is apparently used for
pilot training with ¥Yak-1lls described in para. 2 and with twe-
seat jet alreraft types.

d., The described jet aircraft types are very probably a two-
seat version of the HiG-9 planc and a two-seat, swept-back
wing fighter type. The planes were apparently of the same

jet type as observed at the Zerbst, Grossenhain, and Oranien-

berg airfields (most of them, however, single-seat).

Although the presence of two different swept-back wing fighter
types deseribed in paras 9 and 10 has not been confirmed, it

is believed possible. As previous descriptive data on wing
shapes d1d not agree, it is considered possible that some swepb-

_ back wing types have pointed wing tips and others cut wing tips.

@, The following general impression is obtained on the occeupa-
tion of the Brandenburg-Briest airfield:

The field was occupied by the Brandenburg-Arado fighter regiment

25X1
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Previously stationed in Jueterbog~Altes Lager. The
regiment, whose numerical designation is unknovm, is
equipped with about 30 LA-9g, about 10 jet fighters
and some Yak-lls. The pilots are apparently retrained
from the 1{IG~-9 plane on a swept~back wing Tighter
type.

1 Annex: Jet Fighter Type Observed at the Brandenburg-
Briest Alrfield

25X1

Approved For Release 2003/12/22 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004500250009-0



